In the meantime, I conclude with the hope of returning to the more detailed consideration of these topics, and of the improvements in practice which this study may be the ground of suggesting.
Before concluding, I must point out one evident source of great difficulty in stating the problem of the mechanism of the retentive power, namely, the varying amount of flatulence in the distensible and movable bowels. This variation is not only in different individuals, but in the same individual at different times. At present we have no estimate of the increased tension of intestinal gases produced by the muscular walls of the bowels, nor have we any estimate of the diminished or altered tension of the whole abdominal elastic fluids produced by its retentive mechanism. In connexion with the amount of intestinal gases comes to be considered the facility or rapidity of their secretion or development, and the force of the closure of the intestines against the admission of air from without.
